
Teaching over Zoom 

When using Zoom to teach, or as we call it, teaching over Zoom, there are a few features of the 
videoconferencing software that we can use to recreate the in-person experience as much as possible. 
In online ESL, we want to sustain the advantages of teaching someone in-person while taking advantage 
of the efficiencies that are offered to us when being online.  

 

Whiteboard  

 The whiteboard in a classroom is used to explain concepts, write down the spelling of a word 
and for so many more uses. It's indispensable and a key part of teaching. When teaching online, 
we want to use either of Zoom's whiteboard feature, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Powerpoint, or 
any writing app that offers us a large white space on which we can write and refer to 
consistently in the session.   

Posters around the class 

 Whether it's a chart of a the parts of a speech, the days of the week or any other concept that 
we have a visual for, posters that we hung on the wall not only gave the students the feel that 
they were stepping into an environment of learning and excitement, but also used for reference 
during lessons. When teaching online, we're going to use Google Images to search for these 
charts and visuals and set up our browser (Google chrome) to have a visual in each tab. More on 
this in the next unit. 

Laptop and projector 

 Often times during class, we would see the teacher wheeling in a laptop with a project 
underneath it, pull down the screen and start to play us a video or audio as we improve our 
listening skills. When teaching online, we don't need to do any of that, we are already there. If 
the content that we're teaching is not interactive itself, with audio and videos included, we can 
use Youtube, Google Images or any media source on the web to complement our materials.  

Teaching objects   

 Sometimes as teachers we would bring in objects to help us with explaining a task or phrase. We 
would be excited to bring it to class because we know it will liven up the learning experience just 
a little. When online, we don't have to lug around any objects, we can just use Google Images.  

Body language  

 Being there next to a student and explaining something allows us to use our energy and body 
language to convey a point. It adds great value when working with a beginner level student. 
When teaching online, however, we lose alot of that and instead have to use our camera to 
achieve that. This means that we have to bring even more energy to a session and position 
ourselves in the camera in a way to shows as much of our body as possible, so that the student 
can see as much of our body language as possible.   

 



Materials  

 The handouts that teachers would bring to a classroom to help with the learning are also lost 
when we teach online. The good news is that we can actually "hand out" much more content 
while online and manage it better. Gone are the days of sending out hand outs and discovering 
that you didn't make enough copies, or that the order of the handouts is wrong or any other 
printing issue. When teaching online, all we have to do is bring up the materials on our browser 
if they are on the internet (or wherever else they are on our computer) and then share our 
screen using Zoom. Now we have both us and the student viewing the same document(s).  

 

When getting familiarized with Zoom, it helps to practice on a friend. First, feel free to create a Zoom 
account, so that you can get a personal meeting ID. It's also helpful to set up and practice using Zoom 
while going through this training course. 

 

After a couple of sessions, you’ll start to get a hang of everything and feel much more comfortable. We 
need to make sure that you are ready before your first session. We cannot put you into a session with a 
student if you have not mastered the features or at least feel comfortable about them. Request 
additional training if you need. More on this in later units. Time wasted with your student while you 
figure out how to use Zoom will reflect poorly on you as well as us.   

 

The features that concern us when it comes to teaching over Zoom are  

 Sharing the screen – this allows us to put up the lesson and all other materials for our student to 
see 

 Sharing computer audio – this allows all the audio that we play in a lesson to be transferred to 
our students device, live, while we play it. This helps them follow along easily 

 Annotation – this allows you to pause what you’re sharing and annotate on it such as 
underlining, circling and pointing. This helps when you want to point your students attention to 
something or just simply write the spelling of a word on the side as they go through it. Maybe 
you want to break down the word for them to pronounce. You can use the annotate feature for 
that 

 Whiteboard – some tutors prefer to use Microsoft Word or Powerpoint for this, but if you feel 
like using Zoom’s Whiteboard feature, you can do so. This feature will put up a Whiteboard for 
you to share in case you want a white space to do some writing on. You can also use the 
Annotate feature instead, which has an advantage of being able to add your comments on top 
of the lesson material.  

 

Check out the video in the next unit to see what all of this looks like.  

 


